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- The largest state employees union takes issue with the .
governor’s order to shut down state government to save
money, claiming it violates a ban against lockouts. "~~~ :
S N Rt S SRV S e S G ot -.-state’stopin-hQuSelaborIaWyer,
- John Breguet; yesterday. =

" BY KATHERINE GREGG
"7 JOURNAL STATE HOUSE BUREATF v
“PROVIDENCE" — ‘Governor

Carcieri’s days-old order to shut
down state government for one
day every ‘month’ between 'now
and-June 30 prompted the filing
yesterday of a class-action com-

.plaint by the largest state em-
ployees unjon,. " i

. In a'grievance filed on behalf
of about one-third of the state’s

+ 15,000-plus employees, ‘Council
94 of the American Federation of .
- State, County & Municipal Em-

ployees accused the Carcieri ad- -
= ministration.of multiple contract
~ violations, including a violation

of ‘an explicit ban against lock-

- outs. With the first of the shut- -

down days stheduled for Friday,

March 30, and the next sched- _
“expected; Other docals—includ- )
-ng those affiliated with the La-

uled for. the following F; riday:—

within the same’ two-week pay -

fooe | sfz

: penod—Councﬂ 94 executive -
. " director Dennis Grilli demanded

what he called expedited arbitra-
tion in the cover letter he sent the

. “We feel that arbitration
would be the proper procedure
for this lockout,” Grilli said in an

- interview; noting that the gover-
nor’s office has been unwillingto .
‘‘negotiate the shutdown. “It vio-

lates ‘the clear and pldin lan-~
' guage of our contfract.” -

... The union action was not un-

out.”

borers: International Union .of -
North America — -are mulling
similar action. And union lead-
ers have not ruled out a fast trip
locourtaswell. . -
Grilti acknowledged that the
Superior Court ruled against his |
union in 1991 when it challenged |
a shutdown proposed by former .
Gov. Bruce Sundlun. '
“Even though in 1991 we ‘we- .
ren’t successful in court,” he.
said. “We're still not ruling that |
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et seen the
aXe very confident thay if;.
710r’s order is perfeetly

ate under unjon” com

lenged we have ey,
v e 2VE €VETY reason to
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And, “finally it s importais s |
remember that the statg isﬁzgi;m
a $105-milliop budget shortfali in
the current fiscy) year and. th,
these sayings 1y,
Somewhere i
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do..not. achieve these savings
- through furlough days, we will be
forced .to find these Savings. in
other areas of the state budget.”
. Simply: put, revenues lagged
and spending exceeded expecta-
- tions in several high-profile .ar-:
eas, including the state prison. :
The administration has . .also .
‘wrestled. to produce the 5.2 per-
cent in unspecified “personnelre-
ductions” .on ‘which lawmakers .
balanced this year’s budget with. -
out making any major employee -

ployee. wage-

than $32 miltion. BT
“Aimed at saving a total of $9.6
million this year, including $6:
_.million in state general-revenue.
* funds, ‘the executive order ‘that '
‘Carcieri issued” ‘Friday “would .
close all but the ‘most “essential”
- 24-hoyr-a-day operations of state |
~government. The order does not |
specify the days, leaving that de-
-€ision up to Beverly Najarian, the |
 director of administration,. ST
- But a statement jssued by the.|
-governor’s office. that same. day |

called for shutdowns.one Friday .
every.month.on March 30, April. |
6, May 25 and June 8, In a ques-. |
tion-and-answer. memo to :State |
workers, the administration said: |
“Despite efforts fo.; oid.adverse:
i ' nployees; the |

avoidable... Tt
ways " to. ‘reduce - expenditures
without curtailing'the state’s con-
- “tinuing ability to meet its statuto-

* ry.obligations to the citizens ...” |

Asked yesterday. if the gover-
-nor himself intended to take the
same four unpaid days’ off be-
.tween now and the end of the fis-
:.cal year, Neal said an unequiv-
“The furlough days :apply -to

“Governor «Carcieri;’ the . gover- -

-1or’s staff and all the directors of

: his state departments. There are :

10 exceptions,” he saide: -
-+ Last week; Carcieri sent all.of

‘his fellow general officers - in-

cuts, themselves. That would re- :
: 3 ~Spe
aft

“public.

sisone of the few |

w:cluding the. secretary. of-state, i
::state -treasurer.’ and lieutenant

. governor, aletter as}

€ the fiscal predicament

of th state ... Jand] undertake

similar or equivalent action to re-

duce’ the financial burdens im-

posed on the state’s budget.”

- A spokesman for Secretary of

State A. Ralph Mollis said he was

- still reviewing the governor's-let- ¢
~'ter;-Echoed -General Treasurer
Frank Caprio’s spokesnian Peter . :
Kerwin: “We haven’t made a de- -
‘cision yet: We are assessing thai '
J and what the gener- |
-al-revenye savings would be for
“ourbudgetl ST

“right now..j and

- -But Kerwin said Caprioiscon-.

“ieerned -about closing the state
- treasury office on days when the .

-Stock f-mark‘ t and banking net-.
works: are open for business, and. - ;
piluring the days just.

th

rer’s office .

‘mames of

5. -annual - fist “of |
ames of people:—mote than.
28,000'this year — with forgotten
Jbank ‘accounts ‘and other yn: !

Claimed property subject to state
seizure if not claimed - within a |
Specified period of time, The list -
"is" scheduled to' appear in ‘the

state’s ; largest . newspaper, The " |
Providence Journai, on-March 20 .

and smaller papers on March 27.

. “From a customer-service per-

Spective, we are concerned aboyt

dlreqﬁng.p_eopie Lo contactourof-. .
fice in ﬂﬁs‘_-’.pajd-rédvertisemént '
and not having. anyone there:to .

answer -the calls “and " e-mails,

Publﬁcaﬁon-of_those_ﬁsts is one of
the, pﬁi_qe’sﬁ..'pr_i_mary- oltrea

retail store closing down the day

after - Thanksgiving,” Kerwin
said,

The treasurer’s office has.
employees overall. )
SGft. G&..%ﬁzabeth;}{obt_er:ts said
a firm no, while,p_m_rmsmg to .

make up the savings in some oth-
ay... Lol _
er %lerr state faces a difficult fi- .
.nancial situation and balancing
this year's budget in a responsib-
le manner should be the priority
for all of us.in government,” she
said. “My office will meet our
budgetary savings through oper-
ational cuts and -possibly some
personnel - savings. }-I_owever, I :
will not be furloughing elln_glp’g,(- 3
‘ees to recognizeé these savings” - :




